
Diagnosis of Coral Damage: Indicators leading towards Management Issues
N

Recently Dead Coral? If old coral is covered over by alagae or sediment, then this could be an indication 
that a once healthy reef had a major impact in the past and/or is ongoing. 

            Y
  N                       N       Y

Broken Coral?   COTS, bleaching, nutrients,           Abundance of COTS?        Elevated water temp recently?     BLEACHING
             Y           sediments, divers            Y        N

        Y          Y
    COTS Turbidity?        Algal growth?         NUTRIENTS

   N       N
          Y

Sediment deposition?             SEDIMENTATION

        N
      CYANIDE       Y Spotty patches of dead, white coral;    N Bleached, white     
       FISHING       sometimes associated with broken coral areas Pattern on coral?

  Y

CORAL DISEASE

N     Widespread        Y
Crater-like?             Widespread coral damage or  Hurricane or typhoon recently?      STORM

          Localized broken coral patches?

      Local
   Y       Y

Heavy tourism, boating?  Damage to fragile corals?     DIVERS/WALKERS
     N

           Y            Y Y
 Broken coral patch has a longitudinal shape?           Shallow depth? BOAT GROUNDING

            N     FISHING
N N      Fishing in area with traps, seines, muro ami, gillnets,          Y         GEAR

          Piles of coral on beach or used for building?        Similar coral species missing?           and/or bottom longlines and/or abandoned or broken gear?     DAMAGE
         Y             (potential link to 

CORAL MINING Y           CORAL AQUARIUM TRADE cyanide fishing)
          N

Crater with outside           Not circular; with dragging or chain-scraping markings      ANCHOR DAMAGE
   falling out? linked to other damage; haphazard placement?

Y

BOMB FISHING


	Y            (potential link to

